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Buckeyes beat Badgers, 27-21 


OSU grabs Big Ten title, now waits to see if they make playoffs 
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Today’s weather 
Lots of 
oa sunshine. 
7 High: 52 
Low: 35 


Monday: Some sun, 56 | 50 
Tuesday: A.M. rain, 52 | 27 


Weather report, A2 


A Kent State player's 
flash of greatness 

Fifty years ago, Kent State’s 
Doug Grayson set an NCAA 
basketball record that still 
stands. He did it against Dean 
Smith’s vaunted North Caro- 
lina Tar Heels. Section S 


Nation <World 


Alabama Senate race 
tightens, poll says 
Alabama’s closely watched U.S. 
Senate race is a neck-and-neck 
contest as voters are divided 
on the candidacy of Republi- 
can Roy Moore. A4 


Metro<State 


County's top 50 employees 
made $6.9 million in 2017 
The 50 highest-paid Cuyahoga 
County employees collectively 
earned about $6.9 million this 
year, about $1 million more 
than the top 50 in 2014. B1 


Arts & Life 


Gloria Estefan’s 

life is set to music 

Gloria and Emilio Estefan talk 
about “On Your Feet,’ their mu- 
sical that will urge Playhouse 
Square audiences to groove. D1 


Do you work for 

a Top Workplace? 

The Plain Dealer's “Top Work- 
places” is seeking nominations 
to recognize employers who 
create worker-friendly envi- 
ronments. F1 


Travel 


Winter getaways 
that are close to home 


Holiday destinations and 
events close to Cleveland that 
will get you in the spirit. K1 
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Tax overhaul 


Republicans confident they 
can get final bill to Trump 
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Differences in Senate, House 
versions likely to be squared 


Jim TANKERSLEY 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gressional Republicans, 
buoyed by the Senate’s ap- 
proval early Saturday of 
a landmark tax overhaul, 
expressed confidence that 
final legislation would be 
sent to President Donald 
Trump by the end of this 
month. 

While the tax bills ap- 
proved by the House and 
the Senate diverge in sig- 
nificant ways, the same 
forces that rocketed the 
measures to passage ap- 
pear likely to bond Repub- 
licans in the two chambers 
as they work to hash out 
the differences. 

Republicans passed 
their sweeping tax over- 
haul through the Senate 


Inside 

A rundown of some of the 
winners and losers, so far, 
from the bill to overhaul the 
U.S. tax code. A7 


just before 2 a.m. Saturday, 
two weeks after the House 
passed its own measure. 
The Senate vote was 51-49, 


with every Republican but | 
one — Sen. Bob Corker of | 


Tennessee — in favor. 


Senate leaders locked | 


down the necessary votes 
Friday with little drama, 
after making concessions 


to a handful of wavering | 


Republicans. 
The plan to cut taxes 
by nearly $1.5 trillion has 


flown through Congress in i 
! Portman of Ohio speaks 
i with reporters on 


the month since a bill was 
introduced in the House. 


SEE TAXES | AG 
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J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Republican of Kentucky, leaves the chamber to go to his office 
during votes on amendments to the GOP tax bill Friday night on Capitol Hill. 


Portman could earn praise — 
or ire — based on outcome 


NEW YORK TIMES 


Republican Sen. Rob 


Capitol Hill on Friday 
about the tax bill. 


Jack TORRY 
Columbus Dispatch 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — It has 
been difficult to miss Sen. 
Rob Portman of Ohio the 
past few days: appearing on 
“CBS Morning News” or Fox 
Business to talk about over- 
hauling the tax code, or hav- 
ing breakfast in the Senate 
dining room with Republi- 
can Sen. Susan Collins in an 
effort to win her vote for the 
tax bill. 

With Senate approval Sat- 
urday morning of the most 
sweeping changes in the 
federal tax code since 1986, 
Portman has moved one step 
closer to a goal he has talked 
about relentlessly since he 
ran for the statewide office 
in 2010. 
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Drugs in Ohio 


Higher 
potency 
meth, 

pot sold 


Number of lab 
seizures down 


JOHN CANIGLIA 
jeaniglia@ plaind.com 


Police across the state 
have uncovered a puz- 
zling trend: The number 
of seizures of marijuana 
and methamphetamine 
has dropped drastically in 
recent years, while usage 
of the drugs continues to 
soar. 

Authorities said the 
reason stems from greater 
sophistication: Many mar- 
ijuana growers are devel- 
oping potent plants inside 
their homes and barns in 
elaborate grow operations, 
while Mexican drug cartels 
have established networks 
to ship cheap yet powerful 
methamphetamine into 
Ohio, reducing the need 
to manufacture the drug 
here. 

In fiscal year 2012, au- 
thorities reported shut- 
ting down 607 metham- 
phetamine labs across the 
state. 

Five years later, police 
closed 239, according to 
records police depart- 
ments filed with the Ohio 
attorney general’s office. 
That’s a drop of 61 per- 
cent. 

The amount of mari- 
juana uprooted has also 
dwindled. In 2010, au- 
thorities pulled 105,121 
plants, many of which 
were planted in large plots 
in southeast Ohio’s rural 
hillsides. 

This year, authorities 
chopped down 20,468 
plants, a reduction of 81 
percent, records show. 
Most of the plants were 
spotted in an eradication 
program in which state 
agents use a helicopter. 


SEE SEIZE | A16 


Autism and the law 


Boy's incarceration reveals system shortfalls 


COURTNEY ASTOLFI 
castolfi@cleveland.com 


NORTH RIDGEVILLE — 
Ehren Jackson didn’t under- 
stand why he was locked up 
in the Lorain County Deten- 
tion Home for five days. He 
just knew that he wanted to 
go home. 

The 14-year-old North 
Ridgeville boy stands nearly 


6 feet tall and weighs 200 
pounds. But with an autism 
diagnosis and an IQ of 47, 
he functions at the level of 
a young child. He now faces 
felony criminal charges that 
he doesn’t comprehend. 
“He knows he did some- 
thing that is considered 
wrong ... to put him in this 
place,” said his attorney, 
David Berta. “Beyond that, 


all he kept asking for is ʻI 
just want to come home 
today, Mom. I love you. Can 
I come home?” 

Ehren was placed in the 
detention home following a 
Thanksgiving Day outburst 
at his family’s house. He 
tried to hurt himself, ran 
away and kicked officers 
when they tried to bring 
him home. 


His case illustrates the 
precarious intersection of 
the criminal justice system 
and people with autism or 
other developmental dis- 
abilities. It also shows how 
police are often left on the 
front lines when people with 
autism act out. 

Ehren’s mother, Lisa 
Berner, said she believes 
the county agencies most 


equipped to handle her son’s 
needs, namely Children Ser- 
vices and the Board of De- 
velopmental Disabilities, 
should have offered more re- 
sources to her family before 
Ehren’s Thanksgiving arrest. 
“He is being treated like a 
criminal because the system 
has failed him,” she said. 
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Featured Speaker: 


Rose Senior Living invites you to our 


Memory Care Cafe Luncheon 


The Basics: Memory Loss, Dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease 


Jamie Inks, Education and Outreach Specialist, Alzheimer's Association 


Wednesday, December 6 | 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. 


12 p.m. | Registration and Lunch 
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. | Presentation, with Q&A 


Avon, OH 44011 


Rose Senior Living - Avon 
33200 Health Campus Boulevard 


alzheimer's WY association’ 


ROSE 


SENIOR LIVING 


\(ECUMEN’ 


Managed Community 


i 


Avon 


by December 4 to Carol at 440-937-0757 
or carolmorris@roseseniorliving.com 
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